EXTRACT Nº 2
In this extract, Demetrius has just entered the wood to look for Hermia, the girl he wants to marry. Demetrius is angry because Hermia has run away
 with another man, Lysander. He becomes even angrier when he discovers that Helena has followed him into the wood.

Read carefully what Helena says to Demetrius. FOUR of Demetrius’ lines are missing. You can find them below. Be careful: they are NOT in the correct order. Can you put them back into the dialogue in the correct place?

Enter Demetrius and Helena
DEMETRIUS:
Will you stop following me?  I have told you: I do not love you.  Where are Lysander and Hermia? You said they were here in this wood. Look, just go away, will you?

HELENA:
I cannot help myself
!   I am drawn
 to you. 

DEMETRIUS:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
HELENA: 
That makes me love you more, like a dog loves his master. Beat
 me, insult me, neglect
 me. Treat me as you would use your dog. 
DEMETRIUS:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

HELENA:
But I get sick when I cannot look at you. 

DEMETRIUS:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
HELENA:
I am not afraid of lions. A lion is not so brave or so strong as my dear Demetrius. 
DEMETRIUS:
………………………………………………………………………………….       Exit Demetrius.

HELENA:
I’ll follow thee, and make a heaven of hell, to die upon the hand I love so well.      (Exit.)                 

· “Do not tempt me. .. Sit!  Stay!  It makes me sick just to look at you.”

· “Well, look no more. I am going to abandon you and leave you to the mercy of wild
 beasts. There are lions in this wood, you know.”

· “That is true,  I suppose. Enough! I am going. And if you follow me, I will do you harm
.”

· “Drawn to me? Do I say, “Oh beautiful Helena! My darling Helena!” No, I do not. Do I give you flowers and kiss your hand? No, I do not. I can only tell you the truth, so read my lips. I do not love you.”

Read the scene again with the completed dialogue and  then answer these questions: -

( Why is Demetrius in the wood?                                      ( What does Helena feel for Demetrius?

( Why is Helena in the wood?                                           ( What does Demetrius feel for Helena?

( Demetrius was very rude
 to Helena in this extract.  Why didn’t Helena get angry with him?

EXTRACT Nº 3:  In this scene, we see a husband and wife quarrel
: Oberon and Titania, the King and Queen of the Fairies. Read it carefully and then answer the questions below:

OBERON:
 Ill met by moonlight, proud Titania?
TITANIA:
What? Jealous Oberon? I will not stay.


I have forsworn
 your bed and company.        

OBERON:
Stay where you are I say. I am your lord
.
TITANIA:
Then I must be your lady; but I know 


That, in darkness of the night, you leave


Our woods to roam
 the streets of old Athens,


In search of 
 human females.
OBERON:



Oh, my love,

How can you speak of infidelity 


To me when your perfume is human sweat.
 
TITANIA:
All fantasies within your jealous mind.


My Lord, I haven’t even left this wood


Since summer of last year, as well you know.


And ‘til you learn to trust 
 me once again,


I never will return unto our bed.
OBERON:
How long do you intend to keep away?
TITANIA:
Perhaps, my dear, forever
 and a day.
OBERON: 
Come back to me Titania and to our bed.
TITANIA: 
Not for your fairy kingdom
. Fairies, away!


I shall explode if I do longer stay.
     Exit 
OBERON:
Go on your way and see how far you get.


I’ll have revenge
 for this injustice yet.
DISCUSSION POINTS:  Oberon says to Titania, “I am your lord.”

· What does that statement show about their relationship?

· How did husbands treat their wives in Shakespeare’s day?

· Would you describe Titania as “obedient”?

· Can you think of other Shakespeare plays in which the wives are expected to obey their husbands? 
· What do you think Titania and Oberón are quarreling about?
                                                           

Before we look at the story and the themes, here is a description of the characters in MIDSUMMER MADNESS (our version of William Shakespeare’s comedy, A Midsummer Night’s Dream). There are three main types of characters in this play: The Nobles, The Fairies and The Workers. As you can see in the diagram below, these groups have been divided into smaller sub-groups: - 

 (Please study the vocabulary at the foot of the page)
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· THE NOBLES   
Egeus - He is the father of Hermia. If Theseus represents the authority of the state, Hermia’s father represents PATERNAL AUTHORITY in the family. He is a possessive man and will not tolerate disobedience
  from his daughter. He orders Hermia to marry Demetrius and forbids 
 her to marry Lysander.  Hermia   - Hermia is a strong-minded 
, romantic young girl. She is in love with Lysander and is prepared to disobey
 her father in order to marry the man she loves.  Lysander - He is a young nobleman who is in love with Hermia. He is a romantic and is prepared to break the law and run away 
 from Athens so that he can marry her.   Demetrius - At the start of the play, Demetrius is selfish.
 He is determined
 to marry Hermia even though she is in love with Lysander. He also treats Helena cruelly simply because she loves him and he doesn’t love her. However, after his adventure in the wood, Demetrius becomes a better person.  Helena - Helena and Hermia are friends, but there is a problem: Helena is in love with Demetrius, and he wants to marry Hermia. Helena wishes she could find the same kind of love that Hermia has with Lysander. Jealous,
 she betrays her friend to Demetrius.

· THE FAIRIES

Oberon, the King of the Fairies – Like Theseus in Athens, Oberon represents AUTHORITY and LAW 
 in Fairyland in the Wood.  His spells
 are responsible for most of the crazy action that takes place in the wood.
 He is also an authoritative and possessive husband. He punishes
 his wife with the use of magic because she disobeys him.  Titania, the Queen of the Fairies – The headstrong
 wife of Oberon, Titania disobeys her husband because she suspects Oberon is attracted to female humans in Athens. However, after Titania suffers the magic of her husband, she changes and becomes obedient.  Puck – He is Oberon’s faithful
 servant. He is mischievous
 and, at times, a little cruel. He likes to play tricks
 on others, particularly on mortals. He is particularly cruel to Bottom whom he changes into a donkey.

· THE WORKERS
Bottom – Bottom represents the working classes of Athens. In the original play
 (A Midsummer Night’s Dream), Bottom is a weaver.
 He is seen rehearsing
 a play with his companions in the fairy wood.  The play is to be performed
 for the Duke of Athens on his wedding
 day. Bottom’s character is very funny. Although
 he has a very comical name, he takes himself very seriously. And although he thinks he is a fantastic actor, he is really very bad. He has very little education, but thinks he knows everything. 

TRUE or FALSE?

	
	TRUE     
	FALSE

	1.  Hermia is the daughter of Egeus.
	
	

	2.  Egeus says his daughter can marry whom she wants.
	
	

	3.  Hermia wants to marry Demetrius.
	
	

	4.  Lysander is determined to marry Hermia.
	
	

	5.  Demetrius wants to marry Hermia.
	
	

	6.  Helena is in love with Lysander.
	
	

	7.  Oberon is married to Helena.
	
	

	8.  Oberon punishes Titania because she is not an obedient wife.
	
	

	9.  Puck serves Oberon.
	
	

	10.  Puck likes to play tricks on humans.
	
	

	11.  Bottom is a terrible actor.
	
	


MIDSUMMER MADNESS – NOTES FOR THE TEACHERS

INTRODUCTION

Our version of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream follows the main storyline in the original play, that is the young lovers’ escape to the magical wood one summer’s night and the games played on them by the Fairies who live there. We also include a quarrel between the King and Queen of Fairies, Oberon and Titania, and the appearance of the comical character, Bottom, a working man from Athens who also gets lost in the wood. 

In concentrating on the main storyline, we have omitted two sub-plots from the original play: the relationship and between the Duke of Athens, Theseus, and his wife-to-be, Hippollyta, and the characters known as “the Mechanicals” or the Workers - friends of Bottom who enter the wood to rehearse a play for the Duke’s wedding. Although we have omitted the Mechanicals, we have included Bottom. In our version, Bottom tries to rehearse a one-man play but falls victim to the magic tricks of Puck, who turns him into a donkey. 

We have been extremely careful to maintain the COMEDY of the original play, much of which arises from magic spells cast on the humans - the four young lovers and Bottom. (See THE STORY, page 4).

BILINGUALISM

75-80% of the play is in English. The rest is in Spanish, which is spoken by the fairies Oberon and Puck. This marks the differences between the fairies and the human beings (who all speak English) and helps draw attention to the strange fairy world. However, Oberon speaks English to his wife, Titania, who is the ruler of one part of the wood, while her husband rules another. Her use of English in contrast to Oberon’s Spanish helps to accentuate their differences and individual identities. 

THEMES

LOVE’S DIFFICULTIES “The course of true love never did run smooth,” comments Lysander, stating one of A Midsummer Night’s Dream’s most important themes - that of the difficulty of love (a theme many teenagers will identify with.) It is important to note that this is not a romantic play; it is rather a play which makes fun of the torments suffered by those in love, which in turn gives rise to most of the comedy. 

DREAMS As the original title suggests, dreams are an important theme and are the link to the strange, magical happenings in the wood. When characters try to explain bizarre events, they call it a “dream”. Bottom says, “Bottom, my man, you have had a most rare vision.” At the end of the play, Puck extends the idea of dreams to the audience itself: “Que os habéis quedado aquí dormidos, mientras esta historia ha sucedido. Y ésta débil humilde ficción, tendrá la inconsistencia de una vision.” This sense of illusion and magic is crucial to the atmosphere of our play.

FRIENDSHIP Friends and what they think and say are very important to adolescents. Many will have experienced two friends liking the same person of the opposite sex and the problems that can bring about.  Is friendship stronger than love? This theme is present in the play and it may be a good idea to discuss what it means to be loyal to a friend. 
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�  to run away = fugarse


�  I cannot help myself = no lo puedo evitar


�  drawn to = atraído hacia


�  to beat = pegar, golpear


�  to neglect = descuidar


�  wild = salvaje


�  harm = daño


�  rude = mal educado


�  to quarrel = reñir, pelear


�  to forswear (PP: forsworn) = renunciar


�  lord = señor


�  to roam = vagar, vagabundear


�  in search of = en busca de


�  sweat = sudor


�  to trust = confiar


�  forever = para siempre


�  kingdom = reino


�  revenge = venganza








� disobedience = desobediencia


� to forbid = prohibir


�  strong-minded = de fuerte carácter


�  to disobey = desobedecer


�  to run away = huir / fugarse


�  selfish = egoísta


�  determined = decidido (a)  


�  jealous = celoso(a)


�  law = la ley


�  a spell = un hechizo


�  wood = bosque


�  to punish = castigar


�  headstrong = obstinado(a) / cabezudo(a)


�  faithful = fiel 


�  mischievous = travieso (a) malévalo (a)  


�  tricks = travesuras, trampas


�  a play = una obra de teatro


�  a weaver =  un tejedor


�  to rehearse = ensayar


�  to perform = representar, actuar 


�  a wedding = una boda


�  although = aunque





