THE STORY in English



This is a story of love and enchantment in which four friends become the victims of the magic Fairy World in a mysterious wood near Athens.


Egeus is furious with his daughter, Hermia, after she refuses (1) to marry Demetrius, the man of his choice because Hermia is in love with Lysander. Egeus orders his daughter to obey (2)  him or else retire to a convent for the rest of her life. As a result Hermia and Lysander decide to elope (3). They plan to meet in the wood that night. The young lovers tell Helena (Hermia’s best friend) their secret. But Helena, who is in love with Demetrius and jealous (4) of Hermia’s happiness with Lysander, informs Demetrius of their plan to escape. She is sure Demetrius will follow and so she too decides to venture into the wood to see what happens.

The wood is ruled (5) by the Fairy King and Queen, Oberon and Titania. The atmosphere in the forest is tense because the Kind and Queen have just had a lovers’ quarrel (6). Titania leaves in a fury. Then Oberon orders Puck, his servant, to find a special flower with a magic juice (7). When this is poured into a sleeping person’s eyes, that person will fall in love with the first creature - human or animal – he or she sees on waking up. He wants to use the flower’s magic to punish (8) his for her disobedience.  


Oberon then sees Demetrius followed by Helena.  Invisible to the humans, he observes that although Helena adores Demetrius, the young man cruelly rejects (9) her love. Puck returns with the flower. Oberon gives his servant part of the flower and tells him to pour its juice in Demetrius’ eyes so that he will fall in love with Helena when he wakes up. 


Puck obeys his master, but before he carries out his mission, he meets another human, Bottom, who is lost in the wood.  Puck plays a trick on him, changing Bottom’s head into a donkey’s (10).  Meanwhile, the Fairy Queen is sound asleep so Oberon takes advantage to pour the magic juice into his wife’s eyes. She wakes up and the first creature she sees is Bottom - with a donkey’s head. She falls madly in love with him (it).


Hermia and Lysander enter a different part of the wood and, exhausted, soon fall asleep. Puck appears and, mistaking (11) Lysander for Demetrius, pours the juice into his eyes. A lost Helena now enters the scene. When Lysander wakes up the first creature he sees is Helena and he falls instantly in love with her. The problem is it’s the wrong girl.


Oberon is furious with Puck and tells his servant to pour the juice into the correct person’s eyes, into Demetrius’. Puck obeys. Now both Lysander and Demetrius are madly in love with Helena, and there is chaos.  Hermia and Helena have a vicious quarrel and Lysander and Demetrius go off to fight a duel (12). Oberon uses his magic powers to bring harmony to the lovers. Now only Demetrius is in love with Helena and Lysander remembers that he loves Hermia. The two happy couples decide to return to Athens.  Oberon also frees Titania from her spell (13). She is no longer obsessed with Bottom and falls in love again with her husband, Oberon. 


Bottom, meanwhile, recovers his old human head but cannot remember what has happened to him. Lost (14) and confused, he still tries to find his way out of the enchanted wood.

	1.  to refuse = negarse
2.  to obey = obedecer
3.  to elope = fugarse con un amante
4.  jealous = celoso / a
5.  to rule = reinar 
6.  to quarrel = disputar (to have a quarrel = disputar)
7.  juice = zumo / jugo

8.  to punish = castigar

9.  to reject = rechazar

10. donkey = burro

11. to mistake for = confundir con

12. duelo = duelo

13. spell = hechizo

14. lost = perdido /a
	

	
	


