     NOTES  FOR  TEACHERS                                                          
ABOUT THE PLAY:  The main character in “Penalty!” is Teri, a Spanish schoolgirl whose ambition is to play professional football. Despite the opposition she encounters from her father and from some of her school friends,  Teri  is determined to play and runs away to England to try out for a boys’ football team in that country. (See a fuller SYNOPSIS for the students on page 2)   PENALTY Is based on the real-life experiences of three teenage girls who played for a women’s football team in Madrid and who were interviewed by the author, Gillian Apter. The play is about young people’s dreams - about having to work very hard and having the courage to fulfil those dreams. PENALTY Also examines prejudice and stereotyping which Teri faces both in Spain and in England. But there is also a lot of humour in the play: it takes a refreshing look at teenage relationships and has interesting characters in the shape of eccentric school teachers, obsessive parents, “macho” teenage boys, gossipy school girls and corrupt football trainers. Not only that, the play has an element of suspense and danger in its subplot. Once Teri is in England, she becomes directly involved in a kidnapping. But it all turns out well and the play climaxes with a victorious penalty scored by Teri.

BILINGUALISM:  The play is structured like a football match, with the first half set in Spain, and the second half in Britain. As such, some of the scenes in the first half are in Spanish, and some in English. The content of the second half, of course, is mainly English. 

EXTRACTS:  We have included 3 extracts from the play to give teachers an idea about the level of English. All the extracts have accompanying exercises designed to check comprehension and to work on grammar.

THEMES and LINGUISTIC + GRAMMATICAL CONTENT   

· PERSONAL DESCRIPTIONS + HOBBIES -  I’m 16 years old. I haven’t got a boyfriend. I like playing                              football.  My favourite footballer is ...

· ROUTINES -  Teri always trains after school. Mrs. Edwards never cooks. Michael always makes the meals. 

· FOOTBALL -  Present Continuous tense: Teri is running down the wing. She’s heading centre towards the goal.
· SKILLS -  Teri can play football. She can run very fast. Michael can cook. Can you speak English?

· AMBITIONS - I want to play football. I don’t want to go to University. 

· INTENTIONS - I am going to tell the newspapers. You are going to catch the next plane ....

· TALKING ABOUT THE PAST - When did you come back to Spain? Two years ago.
· COMPARING -  I play just as well as the boys! No,  I play better than most of them!
· HAVE TO / SHOULD - You should study English. We have to play football tomorrow

· TOO + ADJECTIVE:  It’s too dangerous. Football is too physical for girls. 

THE EXERCISES:    The following linguistic exercises are designed to reinforce the students’ comprehension of the play, plus the grammar points and vocabulary. Many of the exercises are based on extracts from PENALTY!  Some exercises are easier than others, so you can choose which are more appropriate for your class. The exercises are grouped into TWO areas of difficulty: Level 1 = EASY; Level 2 = NOT SO EASY

CONTENTS:  

· SYNOPSIS  /  VOCABULARY / COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS                                      page 2
· DESCRIPTION OF THE  MAIN CHARACTERS /  COMPREHENSION + VOCABULARY    page 3

· PERSONAL DESCRIPTIONS: LANGUAGE PRACTICE + FOOTBALL VOCABULARY       page 4

· ALWAYS / NEVER + exercise  /  WHAT CAN YOU DO? + language practice                      page 5

· EXTRACT Nº 1 +  Comprehension check                                                                               page 6

· TOO + ADJECTIVE with exercise  /  THE PAST SIMPLE TENSE + exercise                       page 7

· EXTRACT Nº 2 + Gap Filler Comprehension exercise                                                          pages 8, 9

· PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE + exercise  / COMPARING + language practice            page 9

· COMPARING (continued)  + language practice  /   EXTRACT Nº 3                                      page 10

· COMPREHENSION CHECK: Extract Nº 3  / HAVE TO & SHOULD + language practice     page 11

· I WANT TO + VERB + language practice                                                                              page 11

· I AM GOING TO + Language practice                                                                                   page 12                          

· VOCABULARY PRACTICE (personal interests)   +  CROSSWORD                                    page 13

· CROSSWORD CLUES    +    GLOSSARY                                                                            page 14

· MORE VOCABULARY                                                                                                          page 15      

· ANSWERS TO SOME OF THE EXERCISES (for teachers only)                                          page 16                
EXTRACT Nº 1 :  Teri is talking to her English teacher, Miss Adams                                    
JENNY:
I can’t believe how well you speak English, Teri. Where did you learn?

TERI:
In Canada. My family went to live there when I was four years old when my father got a job in Toronto. 

JENNY:
When did you come back to Spain? 
      


TERI:
Two years ago.   

JENNY:
Well, I’m very pleased you want to study English in my class, but I think you’ll get bored. Your English is excellent.

TERI:
No, it isn’t really. I speak well enough but I need to learn more grammar and vocabulary.

JENNY:
That’s a good attitude! So, what do you want to do when you leave school? Have you thought about translating? 

TERI: 
Well, that’s not a bad idea... I could travel as a translator...

JENNY:
Like me!

TERI: 
Yes, but, the truth is... my real dream is… Don’t laugh, OK?  My real dream is to play professional football.

JENNY:
Football?

TERI:
Yes. I knew you’d laugh!

JENNY:
I’m not laughing! Are you a good player? 

TERI:
I think so.  I practice a lot. 

JENNY:
Did you learn in Canada?

TERI:
Yes. I’ve been playing since I was six years old.

JENNY:
That young!

TERI:
Well, it’s normal for girls to play there, and in the United States. 

JENNY:
Really? It’s not normal in Spain. Do you play for a girls’ team here?

TERI:
No, not anymore. The girls’ teams aren’t very good.

JENNY:
Oh... Then why not play with the boys?  They’re looking for new players for the school team. I saw a notice in the gymnasium. 

TERI: 
I don’t know if I can. It’s a boys’ team. 

JENNY:
So what!  Come on, you’ve got nothing to lose.  
COMPREHENSION CHECK  (Level 2)        Can you answer these questions in English?  

1. Why does Teri speak English so well?                           

2. Why did Teri’s family go to Canada?

3. How long has Teri been in Spain?                                 

4. Is Miss Adams’s English class too difficult for Teri?       

5. What does Teri want to do in the future?                       

6. How old was Teri when she started to play football?      

7. Is it normal for girls to play football in Spain?         

8. Why doesn’t Teri play for a women’s team in Spain?  

9. What advice (consejo) does Miss Adams give Teri?   
FOOTBALL VOCABULARY

Find these English football words in the box

	F
	U
	X
	E
	T
	R
	I
	A
	L
	O
	S
	K
	I
	C
	K

	P
	Q
	R
	V
	R
	B
	W
	Y
	O
	P
	D
	G
	H
	D
	C

	R
	F
	G
	O
	A
	L
	K
	E
	E
	P
	E
	R
	B
	Z
	W

	O
	Y
	A
	P
	I
	D
	V
	B
	H
	E
	A
	D
	Q
	T
	J

	F
	T
	D
	N
	N
	I
	C
	P
	N
	Z
	E
	O
	B
	M
	G

	E
	F
	O
	O
	T
	B
	A
	L
	L
	E
	R
	U
	C
	U
	P

	S
	O
	E
	C
	K
	L
	T
	V
	H
	B
	C
	M
	L
	B
	E

	S
	C
	O
	R
	E
	T
	T
	U
	Z
	L
	E
	O
	U
	R
	R

	I
	Q
	X
	T
	D
	O
	A
	X
	H
	A
	L
	F
	B
	M
	T

	O
	C
	L
	A
	I
	Q
	C
	V
	E
	P
	K
	J
	Y
	C
	E

	N
	U
	E
	A
	H
	G
	K
	H
	C
	O
	A
	C
	H
	B
	A

	A
	L
	A
	N
	I
	P
	D
	V
	U
	B
	X
	P
	A
	R
	M

	L
	K
	G
	F
	N
	M
	A
	T
	C
	H
	A
	L
	U
	C
	R

	T
	L
	U
	J
	B
	K
	E
	Q
	Z
	U
	W
	I
	N
	G
	I

	H
	F
	E
	D
	E
	R
	A
	T
	I
	O
	N
	U
	B
	K
	Z


COMPARING – Continued (Level 2)                                                
2.  Write the names of six famous people:       a singer     a tennis player     a footballer     

                                                                         an actor    an actress            a television presenter
Now work in groups of THREE. Compare the famous people you have chosen in each category. Do you agree with the others? Use sentences like the one below.

En grupos de TRES, compara la gente famosa que has elegido. ¿Estás de acuerdo con tus compañeros? Utiliza frases como estas:- 



EXTRACT Nº 3:  Michael invites Teri to his home for dinner 
Read this extract and then do the exercises on the next page. 

TERI:
Thank you for inviting me to dinner.

MICHAEL:
My pleasure. Let’s celebrate your success. Here.

TERI:
Is this wine?  We have a football match tomorrow. 

MICHAEL:
No, it’s only grape juice.  

TERI:
Ah, mosto... 

MICHAEL:
Congratulations, Teri. Cheers.

TERI:
Cheers.

MICHAEL:
So, are you nervous … about playing tomorrow, I mean?

TERI:
Oh, yes.  of course... my first football match in England. 

MICHAEL:
Don’t be. You’ll be fantastic.  
TERI:
Where’s your mother?

MICHAEL:
She has gone out with friends.

TERI:
There’s a wonderful smell coming from the kitchen. What is it?

MICHAEL:
Something I‘m making for dinner. It’s a Spanish recipe especially for you.  Paela con gambos.

TERI:
It’s paella …con gambas.  That’s it. So you like cooking?

MICHAEL:
I love cooking. I always make the meals at home. My mother never cooks. I want to have my own restaurant when I am older.

TERI:
Really?

MICHAEL:
Yes. I’m going to call it “La Cochina de Miguel”... You know, “Michael’s kitchen”.
TERI:
It's not "cochina";  it's cocina.

MICHAEL:
Oh. Anyway, I am going to the “cocina” to look at the “paella” 'cause I feel like a gamba.
COMPREHENSION CHECK. (Level 1)                                             
1. What does Michael want to celebrate?     2.  Why is Teri nervous?    
 3.  What is Michael’s mother doing?      4.  How often does Michael’s mother cook?  
                                                             5.   What does Michael want to do when he is older?

THE PRESENT CONTINUOUS TENSE   (Level 1)                                                                         
Imagine you are a sports commentator talking on the television about the final of the 2010 World Cup between Spain and Holland. You are describing exactly what the footballers are doing as they are playing. Look at the exercise below and put the correct form of the verb in each sentence. We have done the first one for you. 
 Imagina que eres un comentarista deportivo hablando en la televisión sobre el final del Mundial del 2010 entre España y Holanda. Estás describiendo lo que hacen los futbolistas en el momento de la acción Mira al ejercicio abajo y pon la forma correcta del verbo en cada frase.  Como ejemplo, hemos completado la 1º frase. 
1.  David Villa   is  kicking      the ball.                                              (to kick - dar de patadas)

2.  Nigel de Jong  ________________  Xabi Alonso!                        (to foul - cometer una falta)         

3.  Iker Casillas   __________________    the ball!                          (to throw -  tirar)
4.  Fernando Torres  __________________  towards the goal.         (to run - correr)
5.  The referee  _____________   John Heitinga a red card!           (to give - dar / referee- árbitro)
6.  Andrés Iniesta ___________________ his goal!                               (to celebrate – celebrar)

7.  Sneijder _____________________ to the referee                      (to protest – protestar)

8.  The Dutch (holandés)  team  ____________________ !               (to cry – llorar)                                  




KICK – dar una patada (a un balón)


WING – ala


ATTACK -  ataque


SCORE (a goal) – marcar


GOALKEEPER – porter


PROFESSIONAL – professional


MATCH – partido


LEAGUE – liga


CLUB – club


COACH – entrenador


TRIAL – prueba


TEAM – equipo


FOOTBALLER – futbolista


TRAIN – entrenar


CUP – copa


FEDERATION – federación


HALF – tiempo


HEAD (the ball)  - dar de cabeza





David Villa is better than Fernando Torres





Oh yes, he is!





Oh no, he isn’t!








