The Story Padua – 17th century. The play opens with a fight
 between two sisters, Kate and Bianca. Kate is jealous
 of her younger sister’s many suitors, but as she’s a violent woman, men are afraid to ask for Kate’s hand
. Baptista, their father, is desperate to find husbands for his daughters, but according to the local laws
, he cannot permit Bianca to marry until the older sister finds a husband first.
Baptista insists that Bianca be taught at home by private teachers. So two suitors, Gremio and Lucentio, disguise themselves as “teachers” in order to to court
 her in secret.  Lucentio and Bianca fall in love but Lucentio is afraid that Baptista will not approve
 of him as he is not very rich. He has a plan: he asks his servant, Tranio, to take his place
 and, pretending to be rich, to ask for Baptista for Bianca’s hand in marriage. That way, he can find time to woo
 Bianca in secret, and then marry her, also in secret. 
Meanwhile, Petruchio arrives in Padua to look for a rich wife. Hortensio, another of Bianca’s suitors, has an idea: if Petruchio marries Kate, then he will be free to court Bianca. And so he introduces Petruchio to Baptista who is very happy to find a husband for Kate. They meet and Kate is immediately rude and aggressive to Petruchio. However, he is still determined
 to marry her. He thinks of a plan to tame
 the shrew.  Kate now finds herself engaged
 to man she hates. 
It is the day of Kate and Petruchio’s wedding
. Petruchio not only arrives late, he is also drunk
 and dressed ridiculously. After the ceremony, Petruchio demands they leave immediately for Verona where he continues with his plan to tame his wife. For days, Petruchio forbids
 Kate to eat or sleep, and demonstrates to Kate that he can behave
 just as badly, if not worse
, than his shrewish wife.
Now that Kate is married, Baptista can find a husband for Bianca. He meets Tranio (disguised as Lucentio) and, believing “Tranio/Lucentio” to be a rich, agrees to the union. But he doesn’t know that Bianca and Lucentio are already - unofficially and secretly - married.
Petruchio continues to starve
 Kate of food. Then they’re invited to the ‘official’ wedding of her sister. For the occasion, Petruchio buys Kate a new dress, but then he destroys it before she can wear it. Soon after, Kate realises
 that her husband is playing a game with her, and so she also decides to “play” with him. 
Lucentio’s father pays a surprise visit to his son in Padua, which uncovers
 the true identity of Tranio and the lies
 told by Lucentio. 
Now that Lucentio and Bianca’s marriage is no longer secret, they decide to hold a banquet. It is here that Lucentio and Petruchio have a bet
 on which of their wives is more obedient. Surprisingly, Kate reveals a drastic change in behaviour: she has become an obedient wife and professes her love to her husband. Bianca, however, shows that she is not the modest and obedient girl that she wanted everyone to believe.   
But has Kate really changed? Or do she and Petruchio share a secret together in order to play a joke
 on Bianca and Lucentio?
� fight = pelea


� jealous = celosa


� to ask for someone’s hand = pedir la mano (en matrimonio)


� laws = leyes


� to court  = cortejar


� to approve = aprobar


� to take his place = ocupar su lugar


� to woo = cortejar (otra palabra: to court)


� determined = decidido, resuelto


� to tame = domar


� engaged = prometida


� wedding = boda


� drunk = borracho


� to forbid = prohibir


� to behave = comportarse


� worse = peor


� to starve = privar de comida


� to realise = darse cuenta


� to uncover = destapar, revelar


� lies = mentiras


� to have a bet = apostar


� to play a joke  = gastar una broma





